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LONDON, SATURDAY, 


et 


DECEMBER 27, 1817. [1186 











NOTIFICATION. 

A sealed Parcel, containing the Petition 
of Mr. Consett to the Prince Regent in 
behalfof the oppressed Colonies in Spanish 
America, and also containing a Note from 
Mr. Cobbett to the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, was delivered, on 
the 19th instant, at Lord Sidmouth’s Of- 
fice, with the following Letter from the 
Publisher :— 

“My Lorp—The accompanying Packet, 
“containing a Petition from Mr. Cobbett to 
“ His Royal Highness the Prince Regent and 


“a Note to your Lordship, was received by a 
‘“ Friend of Mr. Cobbett’s, who would have re- 


“ your Lordship’s hand, pursuant to his in- 
“ structions from Mr. Cobbett; but, having at 
“the same time received other instructions 
* of a later date, which render the personal 
“ delivery unnecessary, he commissions me to 
“‘ leave the Packet at your Office, and also to 
‘“‘ signify to your Lordship that Mr. Cobbett, 
‘* since forwarding it, has seen statements in 
“‘ English Papers, which have induced him to 
“alter the Plan stated in his Note to your 
* Lordship, and to direct the Petitiof to 
* published with the least possible delay.” 
Mr. Cobbett, when he transmitted the 
Petition, intended that it should, or should 
not be published, according to certain 
contitgencies, which are stated in his Note 
to the Secretary of State. His Letter to 
the Gentleman to whom he transmitted 
the Petitiou includes a Copy of that Note, 
and is here published at the head of the 
Petition, Mr. Cobbett, on receiving En- 
glish Papers a few days afterwards, was 
induced to send other instructions, enjoin- 
ing immediate publication, in cousequence, 
he savs, of what he saw in the Courter, 
which convinced him, “ that the Borough- 


“ mongers had resolved not to suffer the } 


“* Government to take a- part in the 








“ Spanish American contest.” 


ea ie 








To , Ksq. 
emer ame 
North Hampstead, Long Island, 
17th Oct. 1817, 
My pear Sir, 

I enclose you two sealed parcels, 
the one, which is superscribed, ** The 
Petition’, is the copy of a Petition to 
the Prince Regent ; the other, which 
is addressed to the Home Secretary of 
State, contains the original of that Pe- 
tition, and also'a Note to the Secre- 
tary of State, in the following words : 
‘¢ Mr. Cobbett presents his compli- 
‘* ments to His Majesty’s Secretary 
‘¢ of State for the Home Department, 
** and encloses to hima Petition to be 
‘“‘ presented to his Royal Highness, 
‘“¢ the Prince Regent. The gentleman, 
** who will be the bearer of the present 
** Note and of the Petition, will have 


** in his possesion, at the same time, a 


“ copy of the Petition sealed up, with 
‘instructions to break, or not to 
‘* break, the seal, according to the 
‘following contingencies : that is to 
*“* say, if, at the end of ten days from 
** the day of:the delivery of this Note 
‘and the Petitioh, the bearer (who 
‘¢ will leave his name with the Secre- 
“tary of State) receive the Se. 
‘‘cretary of State a notification in 
‘writing, that the Petition has beer 


from 


“© duly presented to the Regent, and 


*¢ that, in the Secretary of State’s op#- 

“ nion, the public good requires, that 

“ON ACCOUNT OF THE IM. 

“ PORTANT M aki the Pe- 
P 
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“‘ tidion, the Petition should not be 
‘* yublished; then the bearer’s instruc- 
‘* tions are, not to break the seal. 
‘+ But, if the bearer shall not have 
“6 received such netification at the end 
*¢ of the said ten days; then his in- 
** structions are to break the sea], and 
“* to cause the Petition to be pub. 
‘lished. The bearer is further ine 
** structed not, on any account, to 
‘* deliver the Petition to, or act upon 
‘€ any notification received from, any 
‘¢ Under Secretary, or any person 
‘* other than the Secretary of State; 
‘©and,in case of official obstacles, 
‘¢ of any sort, to the execution of Mr. 
‘© Cobbett’s instructions, he is in. 
*¢ structed to make no more applica- 
** tions, but to cause the Petition to 
‘* be published at once.” : 
Now, I beg you to be so kind as to 
receive these as,your instructions upon 
this occasion, and I am very sure I 
veed not add my hope, that they will 
be properly executed. I know well, 
that the subject of the Petition is of 
vast importance te the country ; and, 
notwithstanding the government is in 
such unworthy hands, I love my 
country too well, and hate the example 
of the Boroughmongers too much, to 
suffer me to do any thing to injure the 


former in order to gratify any angry , 


feeling against the latter, however 
just that feeling may be. It is possible 
that some diplomatic discussions may 
be en foot, or some warlike measures 
in ferwardness, which might be injuri- 
ously affected by the promulgation 


of the Petition; and it is wy duty; 


tewards the king and towards my 
country to guard against any such 
effect being produced by me. 

But, on the other hand, I will suffer 
no insult from these unworthy men. 


————, Esq. [118s 


If you do not receive the notification 
in unequivocal terms, open the parce| 
and publish the Petition at once, and, 
at the head of it, publish the whole of 
this letter. The probability is, that 
you will receive no intimation at a}| 
upon the subject; for Despotism js 
always as blind as it is insolent. If, 
by any chance, a gleam of sense, or of 
decency, should break in upon the 
gloom of Whitehall, and if. this 
should produce the proposed notifica. 
tion, you will not, on any account, 
break the seal of the parcel containing 
the Petition; nor will you cause this 
letter to be published, nor even make 
its contents Known to any body. 

To you, who know so well the value 
of words, I need only say, that, as to 
the proposed notification from the 
Home Secretary, though I do not care 
about the precise words, I care greatly 
about the meaning ; and, that, if the 
full meaning, expressed by me in my 
Note, be not contained in any notié- 
cation, that he may, by chance, sead 
you, I request you not to deem it sa- 
tisfactory ; but, to cause the Petition 
to be published, in the same maaner 
as you would, if you had received ne 
notification at all. 

I further request, that, in case of 
publication, you will place Lefore this 
letter, a statement of your own, ex- 
plaining what you have done, and all 
that has passed, relative to the bust- 
ness; but, let me beseech you, not, 
on any account, to suffer your nataral 
modesty and complaisance to lead you 
into any correspondence, or commu- 
nication, of any kind, with any Un- 
der-Secretary, or other Underling. 

I am always your faithful friend, 

| And mest obedient servant, 





WM. COBBETT. 
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human probability, produce a new, 


)Prosperity, may secure to her an un- 
Hdisputed maritime predominanee for 


ses not to be numbered, and may, at 
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To His Royal Highness the Prince, 
Regent of the Untted Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


‘The Petition of Wirtraim Cos- 
sert of Botley in the County 
of Southampton, now re- 
siding at North Hampsiead, 
in the State of New York, this 
17th day of October, 1817, 


Most humbly Sheweth, 


That, next after the present situa- 
tion of England herself, the object the 
most interesting to every well-inform- 
ed and patriotic Englishman must, as 
your Petitioner humbly presumes to 
believe, be the present situation of the 


Spanish Colonies in America, in whose 


<i. 


immense and fertile regions there are 
preparing, and, indeed, there are now 


in progress, such changes as will, in all 


distribution of wealth and of power 
amongst the most considerable of the 
nations of the world; and, as will, at 
the yery least, materially affect many 


of those nations, not only in a Com- 
mercial, but also in a Naval and Mili- 


tary point of view. Of all those na- 
tions no cne is, as it appears to your 
humble Petitioner, nearly so deeply 
interested as England io this grand Re- 
volution, which, if your Royal High- 
ness’s Councilbors be wise, prompt, and 
faithful to their King and his People, | 
Iay greatly tend to restore her to 





i 


27, 1817, [1190 


the same time, and from thease of the 
very same means, crown her with the 
unfading glory of having given freedom 
to twenty millions of people, who now 
groan out their lives under the double. 
thonged scourge of Civil and Religious 
tyranny. 

Such being the opinion of your Pe- 
titioner, it is impossible for him to re- 
frain from solicitisg most humbly, 
though most earnestly, the attention of 
your Royal Highness to this import- 
ant matter. And, he begs leave here 
to be permitted to represent to your 
Royal Highness, that, while taking 
this step, he forgets not the injuries at 
this time unjustly inflicted on his fel- 
low subjects in general, and on him. 
self in particular; but, that, bearing 
these in mind, as he trusts he shall, to 
the last moment of his life, he also 
bears in mind those sacred obligations 
of law and of nature, which bind him 
to the land of his birth, and which bid 
him upon this occasion, as upon all 
other occasions, to make every exer- 
tion, within the compass of his humble 
means, to promote the welfare and ad~ 


vance the honour of England. 


To the mind of your Royal Highness 
the bare fact of a Revolution being in 
existence and agitating the breasts of the 
whole of the population of a country, 
which reaches from the 18th degree of 
North Latitude to the 50th degree of 


| South Latitude; a country which thus 


extends four thousand miles in length, 


which, in breadth, at some points, ex- 
Pr2 


ATR 


wn a em 


io ie ee 


2 <e- 


2 a 
~~ — - 
Pe ae a 


— 


a. ae ae eer ee 


ih 





2 tee 


ema 


i a : 

. a: My = 
Pe | 2 
we Te on 





teeta smo 


1191] PETITION TO THE PRINCE REGENT. [1192 


tends three thousand miles, and which | must suggest the strongest desire to 
is unbroken except by the compara- | know the true state of that Revolu. 
tively trifling possessions of the Portu- { tion and to see clearly developed the 
guese and the Dutch ; a country which | probable consequences of its ultimate 


borders, at one extremity, on the part 
of the United States, at once the most 
fertile and the most important as to all } 
probable future military and naval 
operations ; a country, which has nu- 
merous ports on the side of the Pacific, | 
as well as on that of the Atlantic, 
ocean; a country, which, to all the | 
articles of European produce adds 
many articles that are refused by na- | 
ture.even to the most favoured part of | 
the United States; a country, which, 
while itis cheered by a continual sum- 
mer on the surface of the earth, has 
mines beneath inexhaustible io silver 
and in gold; a country which abounds 
in, or is capable of producing, almost 
all the commodities, greatly useful, as | 
imports, to Isngland, and which, at the | 
same time, offers to England the] 
surest, the most extensive, and the best | 
of all possible markets; a country, } 
which, if independent, nature would } 
forbid to become, in any respect, the 
rival of England, and which from ne- | 


cessity must seek her friendship, and j 
} 





rely, in a great measure, on her 
, 


power: to the mind of your Royal 
Highness the bare fact ofa Revolution | 
being in actual existence in such al 
country ; to the mind of every one 


who feels for the intercst and honour | 


_ 


of England, this bare fact, as your} 


‘ 


Petitioner humbly presumes to believe, 





Success. 


Deep is the sorrow of your Petj- 


tioner when he reflects on his incapa- 


city to perform this task in a manner 
worthy of the magnitude and import. 
ance of the snbject ; but, urged there. 
unto by a-sense of imperious duty to- 
wards your Royal Highness and his 
Country, no conviction, however per. 
fect, of his inability can be sufficient 
to restrain him from making the 
attempt. 

Minutely to describe the state of 
the Revolution in Spanish America; 
to lay before your Royal Highness in 
detail the number of men. in arms in 
the several Provinces and Vice Royal. 
ties ; to state the precise situation of 
the hostile armies and armaments; to 
say what are the exact means, which, i 
the several warlike scenes, the parties 
possess, or may speedily expect: these 
would demand a mass of information 
not only greater than is possessed by 
your Petitioner, but greater than cal, 
at this time, possibly be possessed by 
apy one man. But, the information 
which your Petitioner has acquired, 
not from mere rumour or from pu 
lished accounts, but from a _personil 
communication with men of high cht 
racter, coming directly from the spol 
enables him confidently to state 
your Royal Highness, that, in 


# 
¥ 


3 
> 
é 





1] 


qVi 
4 the 
Do 
bon 
pec 
goy 
or 
the 
hay 
tale 
to 4 
thei 
deed 
are ¢ 
the . 
able 
La \ 
of th 
to di 
that 
sary ¢ 
one §j 
thous 
Gulp} 
that 1 
poses 
lepen 
rom 
quall: 
tates 
Un On 


esour 





states 
bende 
etitic 
eavo 
ant e 

tha 





to 
lu. & 
the 
late 


reti- 
apas 
nner 
ort. 
1ere- 
y to- 
1 his 
per 
cient 
the 


te of 
TICA 5 
ess in 
rms in 
Loyal. 
ion of 
ts; to 
‘ich, io 
parties 
> these 
mation 
sed by 
un can, 
sed by 
mation 
quired, 
m pub. 
ersonil 
igh cht 





1193] 


Vice Royalty of Mexico, which is 
the most Northern part of the Spanish 
Dominions on the Main, and which 
borders on the United States, the 
people are wholly disaffected to the 
government; that they have a Junta, 
or Assembly of Representatives, in 
the Province of Validolid; that they 
have Jeaders of great enterprize and 
talent, and that arms only are wanted 
to decide, at once, the struggle in 
their favour; that the Vice Roy, in- 
deed, raises troops, but that even these 
are disaffected towards him; that, on 
the Atlantic side, the only consider- 
able Sea-port of this Vice Royalty, | 
La Vera Cruz, is, as yet, in the hands 
of the Spanish Government, but that, 
to drive the present possessors from 
that port, and to afford every neces- 
sary assistance to the oppressed people, 
one single English frigate, with twenty 
thousand stand of arms, sent to the 


Gulph of Mexico, would be suflicient; 


‘ 
that this Vice Royalty, which pro- | 


poses to form itself into a distinct in- 
lependent state, has a population of 
rom seven to eight millions, nearly 


equalling the population of the United 


tates of America, on which it borders } 


bn one side, and with regard to the 
esources and power of which United | 

States, the establishment of the Inde- | 

bendence of Mexico, must, as your 

Petitioner will hereafter humbly en- 
eavour to show, haye a most impor- 
nt effect. 


DECEMBER 27, 1817. 
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ygraud Division of these immense re- 
gions, which Division includes New 
Granada and Venezuela, and which 
extends from the Isthmus of Darien to 
the mouth of the Oronoca (along 
more than seven hundred miles of Sea- 
coast the most important in every 
point of view), containing a popula- 
tion of from three to four millions, a 
Declaration of Indépendence, and a 
new form of Government have, long 
since, been proclaimed ; that a war, 
-extensive and sanguinary, has, for 
years, been going on; that the Patriots 
have Commanders regularly appointed 
and commissioned : that they have a 
Representative Assembly, Officers of 
| State, a National Flag, and, in short, 
|that they exercise the powers of 
sovereignty over a large portion of 
this extensive, fertile, rich and impor- 
tant territory. Here, as in the case 


}of Mexico, arms only and a trifling 


| maritime force are wanted to put an 


end to the contest, and, as your 
} Petitioner humbly hopes that he shall 
be able to show, to open to Kngland 
‘the fairest prospect of immense ad- 
vantages, 

That, in Peru, which forms the 
Third Division, and which is bounded 
to the North by the last-mentioned 
Territory, to the Kast by the Portu- 
guese Possessions, to the South by 
the Territory of Chili, and to the West 
by the Pacific Ocean, and which has a 
population of from two to three 


millions, the spirit of Independence is 
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as active as in the aforementioned Ter- 
ritories, and that here also a mere trifle 
in the way of maritime force and of 
arms would decide the contest, even, 
perhaps, without further struggle. 

That, in the Southern Division, in- 
cluding the Territories of Buenos 
Ayres and of Chili, and containing a 
population of from three to four mil- 
lions, the contest is nearly at an end. 

he Patriots have established a new 
Government, and, with the excep- 
tion of a trifling portion of Territory 
on the borders of the Pacific Ocean, 
on which Spain is endeavouring to 
keep up the struggle, the whole of 
this Division is under the actual con- 
troul of the Patriot government. 

But, though your Petitioner places, 
in relation to the state of the Revo- 
lution, great reliance on the particular 
information which he has, from most 
respectable and authentic sources re- 
ceived, he places much greater reliance 
wpon the nateral and inevitable ten- 
dency of the existence, throughout 
the afore-mentioned countries, of a 
general spirit of revolt against oppres- 
sion and insult exercised by imbecility, 
and which spirit of revolt together 
with which oppression, insult and im- 
becility are notorious to all the world. 
The history of nations, as your Peti- 
tioner humbly ventures to believe, 
furnishes uo instance of the re-subju- 
gation of a people, onee in arms for 
their rights and perfectly enlightened 
as to the nature of those rights, unless 
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such people were overwhelmed by an tu: 
irresistible combination of foreign a Vi 
Powers, a cireumstance that cannot (a 
happen to the Spanish Independents, (i hat 
unless through the consenf, or the @ ko 
connivance, of England, acting, as Mj dur 
in such case she must, not only in vio. @ hin 
lation of the dictates of justice land @ lity, 
humanity, but, as your Petitioner @ ea¢! 
humbly hopes he shall be able to show, i &ad 
in direct opposition to her own most @ dian 
important and most permanent in. § ter g 
terests. with 
In order to cbtain an insight as to @ therr 


the probable consequences of the wl. J the . 





f 


‘timate success of the Revolution of f Vane 
Spanish America, especially as those | towa: 
consequences will affect, permanently | Mexi 
as well as for the present, the pros. Mine: 
perity and power of England, andf{ dition 
that he might be able the better to here ; 
discharge his duty to your Royalff be the 
Highness and his country, your Peti-§ aod th 
tioner has carefully attended to theff Deepot 
nature of the products throughout the this th 
territories which are the subject off countri 
his petition. And, as to this matter,f jure O 
he begs leave humbly to beseech your§ people 
Royal Highness to bear in mind thet Wine f¢ 


| Mexico produces all those articles of has be 
i 





commerce, which are produced in thf Which ; 


United States, such as cotton, to-Britories 


| bacco, ship-timber, and many othersgppenden 


and, besides these, cochineal, indigogJury, 
dye-woods, and mahogany, while ige™d so 
abounds in those mines of silver andgPope, b 


of gold, of which the United Staté Poglan 
Ayres q 





have none. The city of Mexico, *f 
: 
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mo tuated nearly about the centre of this 
cn ig Vice Royalty, and which City contains 
ot (a hundred and eighty thousand in- 
ts, habitants, is blessed with a climate that 


he @ knows no winter; 2 never-fading ver- 
as Mg Cure clothes the fields; two crops ofany 
jo. Mind of European grain are, with faci- 
nd Mg lity, made, in the same year, to succecd 
ser mm cach other on the same plot of ground, 
yw, mead even two crops of maise, or In- 
ost cian corn, while one crop of this lat- 
in. a ter grain is the utmost that can, even 

with difficulty, be raised in the Nor- 
.¢9 @ thern part of the United States. In 
yl. P the Division of New Granada and 
y of @ Venezuela, which approaches more 
iose § towards the South, ali the products of 
atly | Mexico abound. WHere, as to the 
ros-@ Mines, silver and gold receive the ad- 
and dition of platina metal. Tobacco is 
r tom here produced long acknowledged to 
oy be the finest in the world. The vine 
Poti. and the olive have been forbidden by 
the] Despotism to produce wine and oil in 
tthe this their favourite climate, lest these 
+ ofcountries should, in this respect, in- 
tter,piure Old Spain. At Chili, where the 
yours people have been permitted to make 
| thet Wine for their own use only, a proof 
es ofpbas been afforded of the eminence tu 
n thee Which almost every part of these ter- 
, to ritories would, if free and inde- 
chersppendent, speedily arrive, to the great 
digo injury, no doubt, of France and Spain 
ile ge d some other of the nations of Ea- 
- ang ope, but to the incalculable benefit of 


Stator gland. In the Division of Buenos 


0, § Ayres and Chili; in that of Peru; in’ 


F 








every part of these Territories, are 
produced all that the United States 
produce, with a small portion of the 
labour required in the latter. Hydes 
and Tallow, from droves roaming at 
pleasure, unfed and unsheltered, are 
evel now an object of considerable 
trafick, and, under independent go- 
vernments, would naturally become 
such to an immense extent. Lumber 
and all the articles in wood, together 
with flour, rice, and all the articles of 
food, occasionally necessary to Eng- 
land orto her West India Colonies, 
and which articles are now chiefly 
supplied by the United States, would, 
at a much cheaper rate, all be supplied 
from Mexico and the other countries 
bordering on the West India Scas, 
while the resources arising therefrom 
to these new nations could not possi- 
bly, at any period of time, be em- 
ployed, like the resources of the 
United States, in the formation of a 
marine threatening to rival, sooner or 
later, the Navy of England. 

But, amongst the articles, in which 
Mexico, and more especially New 
Granada and Venezuela would sup- 
plant the United Scates, there is one, 
which your Petitioner humbly pre- 
sumes to point out as worthy of the 
particular notice of your Royal High- 
ness. The articles of rice, flour and 
tobacco are, each of them, of great 
importance, but that of cofton far 
surpasses any description within the 


humble powers of your Petitioner to 
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give. The annual amount of this ar- 
ticle of raw-material, imported into 
England from the United States, great 
as that amount is, bears no propor- 
tion in point of consequence to the 
circumstances of its being the ma- 
terial of one of the greatest English 
manufactures, giving employment to a 
multitude of hands, causing an im- 
mense capital to be productively em- 
ployed, and the interruption of a 
sufficient supply of which raw mate- 
rial must of necessity be attended 
with injuries too obvious to be de- 
tailed and too great not to be, if pos- 
sible, provided against. In the Ter- 
ritories which are the subject of this 
Petiti8n, and especially in those which 
border on the Gulph of Mexico and 
on the West India Sea, cotton is not 
only naturally of a quality gréatly su- 
perior to that of the United States, 
but it is produced at a small portion 
of the expence demanded by the cul- 
tivation of that of the last-mentioned 
country. So that, if the territories 
of Spanish America were freed from 
the monopoly, the restrictions, and all 
the selfish and oppressive shackles im- 
posed by Spain; if industry and en- 
terprize were left to take their natural 
course, those countries would furnish 
the English manufactures with the 


most essential article of raw-material’ 


at a price greatly reduced, and the 
close friendship which must necessarily 
exist between England and those ter- 
ritories would prevent the supply from 
being interrupted by any of the 
clashings ef interest or any of ti: 
casvalties of war. 

if your Royal Highness’s Minister., 


too busily engaged in the promoting of 
Holy Alliances abroad and in sacrific- 
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ing the freedom of the people to the 
interest of an usurping Borough Fac- 
tion at home, have over-looked these 


the success of the Revolution in Spa- 
nish America, and have also oyer- 
looked those still more important con- 
sequences of a military and naval cha- 
racter, of which your Petitioner will 
by and by beg to be permitted to 
speak, the Rulers ofthe United States, 
have, as he will now humbly proceed 
to show, over-looked neither the one 
nor the other, but seem to have had 
all those consequences clearly in their 
view, and to have done all that lay in 
their power to prevent them accord- 
ingly. 

Your Petitioner will not so far pre- 
sume the existence of perfidy in your 
Royal Highness’s Envoys, or Minis- 
ters, as to suppose your Royal High- 
ness not to have been informed, that 
the Envoys from the Patriot Govern- 
ments have been refused to be re- 
ceived, in that capacity, by the Go- 
vernment of the United States; but 
he does presume, that perfidy, or, at 
least, criminal negligence, must have 
existed somewhere, because, other- 
wise, an Act, which was passed by 
the Congress on the third day of 
March last, would, with all possible 
speed, have been laid before your 
Royal Highness, and in which case 
your Petitioner is sure that the said 
Act would have been, by your Royal 
Highness’s order, communicated to 
the twe Liouses of Parliament. This 
being the firm conviction of your Pe- 
titioner, he deems it his duty to re- 
cite here the words of this Act, an¢ 
to subjom to the recital such matter as 
appears to him necessary to exhibit @ 
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clear view of all the bearings and in- 


. . ‘ =. 
tentions of this singular and most im- 


portant document. 
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An Act more effectually to pre- 
‘* serve the neutral relations of thie 
“ United States. 

‘¢ Section 1. Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of Ame- 
rica, in Congress assembled, That 
if any person shall, within the limits 
of the United States, fit out and 
arm, or attempt to fit out and arm, 
er procure to be fitted out and 
armed, or shall knowingly be con- 
cerned in the furnishing, fitting 
out or arming ofany ship or vessel, 


‘ with intent that such ship shall .be 


employed in the service of any fo- 
reign prince or state, or of any co- 
lony, district, or people, to cruise or 
commit hostilities, or to aid or co- 
operate in any warlike measure 
whatever against the subjects, citi- 
zens, or property ef any prince or 
state, or of any colony, district, or 
people, with whom the United 


viction, be adjudged guilty of a 
high misdemeanvur, and shall be 
punished and imprisoned at the 
discretion of the court in which the 
conyiction shall be had, soas the 
fine to be imposed shall in no case 
be more than fen thousand dollars, 
and the term of imprisonment shall 
not exceed fen years; and every 
such ship or vessel, with a tackle, 
apparel and furniture, together 
with aJl materials, arms, ammuni- 
tien 


been procured for the building and 


and. stores, which may- have 


equipment thereof, shadl be forfeited, 
one half to the use of any person 


upon con- 


| 


‘ States are at peace, every such per- } 
son so offending shall, 





| 








DECEMBER 27, 1817. 


ce 


*s 


ee 


ts 


ce 


6s 


Ge 


ee 


’* 


ss 


ee 


te 


‘6 


eé 


** 


4é 


66 


ce 


66 


[1202 


) ‘© who shall géve information, and the 


other half to the use of the United 
States. 

** Section 2. 
enacted, That 
armed ships, sailing out of the ports 
of the United States, and owned 
wholly or in part by citizens there- 
of, shall enter into bond to the 
United States, with sufficient sure- 
ties, prior to clearing out the same, 
in double the amount of the value 
ofthe vessel and cargo on board, 


And be it further 


the owners of all 


including her armament, that the 
said ship or vessel shall not be em- 
ployed by such owners, in crutsing 
or committing hostilities, or in aid- 
ing or co-operating in any warlike 
measure against the subjects, citi- 
zens, or property of any prince or 
state, or of any colony, district, or 


‘‘ people, with whom the United 


ce 


66 


6é 


ce 
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66 


te 


ee 


et 


States are at peace. 

‘Section 3. And be it further 
enacted, That the collectors of the 
customs be, and they are hereby 
respectively authorized. and re- 
quired to detain any vessel mani- 


& festly built for warlike purposes, 


and about todepart from the United 
States, of which ¢he cargo shall prin- 
cipally consist of arms and muni- 
tions of war, when the number of 
men shipped on board, or other cir- 


‘ cumstances, shall render tt probable 


that such vessel is intended to be 


‘employed by the owne: or owners 
‘ to cruise or commit hostilities upon 
‘the subjects, citizens, or property 


of any prnce or state, or of any 
‘colony, district, or people, with 
whom the United States are at 


’ peace, until the decision of the Pre- 
‘sident be had thereupon, or until 


the owner enters into bond, and 


hme 


* ‘ewes. 
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“* sureties to the United States prior 
‘to clearing out the same, in double 
** the amount of the value of the ves- 
“© ge anu cargo on board, including 
‘* her armament, that the said ship or 
<* vessel shall not be einployed by the 
‘‘ owner or owners, in cruising or 
“ committing hostilities, or in aiding 
‘‘ or co-operating in any warlike mea- 
‘‘ gure against the subjects, citizens, 
* or property of any prince or state, 
‘‘orofany colony, district, or peo- 
** ple, with whom the United States 
** are al peace. 

** Section 4. 


‘enacted, That if any person shall, | 


‘© within the territory or jurisdiction 
“of the United States, cnerease or 
“* augment, or procure to be increased 
** or augmented, or shall be knowing- 
“dy concerned in increasing or aug- 
“menting the force of any ship of | 
‘¢ war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, 
“which at the time of her arrival, 
‘Swithin the United States, was a | 
*« ghip of war, cruiser, or other armed 
*‘ vessel, in the service of a foreign 
‘* prince, or state, or of any colony, | 
** district, or people, or belonging to 
“ the subjects or citizens of any such 
“prince, state, colony, district or 
““ people, the same being at war with 


And be it Sieiies: | 


£ Prince Recent. 
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“not exceed one thousand dollars, 
*‘ nor the term of imprisonment be 
‘* more than one year. 

* Section 6. And be it further 
‘enacted, That this Act shall con. 
*‘ tinue in force for the term of two 
“* years. 


4 


“Hl. Clay, 
‘“‘ Speaker of the House of 
** Representatives. 


** John Gaillard, 
“President of the Senate, 
** pro tempore. 


** Approved, 


| “ May S, 1817. ‘© James Madison.” 


With regard to the Title of this 
Act, your Petitioner begs leave 


humbly to represent to your Royal 


| Highness, that it is a perfect novelty, 
in the history of nations, for any 
Government to pass laws to punish 
its citizens or subjects for violating 
the public laws of neutrality ; that 
the law of nations provides the punish- 
ment which, upon this score, nations 
have deemed to be amply sufficient; 
that, in virtue of this law, every citi- 
zen, or subject, of a neutral State is, 
if he trade to a belligerent State in 
articles contraband of war and such 
as are enumerated in this Act, liable 





“any, foreign prince or state, with 
“whom the United States are at | 
** peace, by adding to the number or | 
** size of the guns of such vessels pre- 
‘pared for use, or by the addition 
“thereto of any equipment, solely 
‘applicable to war. every such per- 
** gon so ollending shall, upon convic- 
‘© tion, be adjudged guilty of a mis- 











‘¢ demeanor. and shall be fined and im- 
. . . . j 
st prisoned, at the discretion of the | 


‘Seourt, in which the conviction shal] | 
‘be hed, so as that euch fines shall | 


to have those articles seized and con- 
demned by the belligerent with whose 
enemy he so trades ; that this general 
law of nations has rendered any inter- 


| ference in such cases, on the part of 


neutral governmeats, wholly unneces- 
sary; that if individual citizens or 
subjects, belonging to a neutral State, 
supply one of the belligerent Powers 
with arms, or other munitions of war, 
the other belligerent has no ground of 
complaint against the neutral state, 
seeing that such offended belligerent 
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has, by the law of nations, the right, 
lodged in its own hands, of punishing 
such individuals. That, the matter 
has been, thus, wisely settled by the 
law of nations; for, if neutral States 
were to acknowledge, as a duty, the 
passing of laws to punish their citizens 
or subjects for violations of the laws 
ef neutrality, neutral States would, 
by such acknowledgement, give to 
any and to every belligerent a right 
to demand cf them the passing of 
such laws, and, thus, would one nation 
have a right to dictate to another na- 
tion not only punishments, but the 
measure of punishments, to be inflict- 
ed on that other nation’s citizens or 
subjects, and this, as your Royal 
Highness need not be reminded, is a 
species of degradation, to which no 
really independent nation has ever 
submitted. . 

It appears, therefore, evident to 
your Petitioner, and he ventures 
humbly to express his conviction, that 
it will appear evident to your Royal 
Highness and to the whole English 
People (for whose benefit, as your 
Royal Highness has publicly and 
truly declared, your Royal Father 
wears his crown), that the above-re- 
cited Act of the American Congress 
was not called for by any neutral duty 
known to the law of nations, and that 
it could not, in any wise, possibly be 
necessary to the preservation of the 
neutral relations of the United States. 
Besides, it will at once occur to your 
Royal Highness and to the People of 
the whole Kingdom to ask, how it 


happens, thut, in order to preserve its | 


neuteel relations, an anxiety, on the 
part of the American Government, 80 
extreme as to produce this signal 


work of sippererozation, has now, for | 
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the first time, made its appearance to 
the world? The Government of the 
United States has had to preserve its 
neutrality during many years of war 
amongst the European States, and, 


}which is exactly in point, during a 
: long and sanguinary struggle between 
| France and her important colony of 


St. Domingos and yet, as your Peti- 


} tioner begs leave to state, the Con- 


gress has never before passed an Act 
to punish its citizens for trading in 
articles contraband of war; and, of 
course, it has now, for the first time, 
discovered, that such Acts are neces- 
sary to the preservation of its neutral 
relations, which discovery appears, 
too, to be the more extraordinary as 
its effects manifestly tend to prevent 
a people, groaning under the worst 
of Despotisms, from obtaining any 
share of that freedom and that happi- 
ness, to have obtained which by an 
open war against the Mother Country 
is the boast of the People of these 
United States. 

Morever, with regard to the Prin- 
ciple of this law of the American 
Congress, your Petitioner begs leave 
humbly to observe to your Royal 
ilighness, that, it not only imposes a 
new, and hitherto un-heard of, duty; 
and a most weighty responsibility, on’ 
the Governments which shall adopt it 
as a precedent; but that cases may 
frequently arise, in which, to act 
upon this principle, would be, in 
substance, though not in ferm, to 
take a part in the war, and, of course, 
to commit hostility on one or the other 
of the belligerents; for, if one of 
the belligerent nations have, within 
herself, or, at her command, an ample 
supply of armsand of all the munitions 
of war, and if the other must neccsga- 
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rily depend upon neutrals for such 


supply, your Petitioner humbly con- 
ceives that there can be no doubt in the 


mind of your Royal Highness, that a 


neutral nation, who should pass an 


act, commanding her people to carry | 
arms, or munitions of war, to neither | 


of the belligerents, would, under the 
outward shew of impartialitv, be, in 


fact, guilty of obvious partiality-in fa- 


vour of the well-armed and well-pro- 
vided belligerent, would, in reality, 
join that belligerent in hostility against 
the un-armed and un-provided belli- 
gerent, and would thus afford full jus- 
tification to the latter to consider, and 
act towards, such neutral nation as an 
enemy.. So that the Principle, upon 
which this law of the American Con- 
gress professes to proceed, instead of 
tending to preserve the neutral! rela- 
tions of States, must, as appears to 


your Petitioner, naturally tend to make | 


such States, sooner or later, parties in 
every contest between other nations, 
and, instead of repressing and con- 
fining, must tend to render boundless 
the extent, the duration and the mise- 
ries of war. 

Feeling, as your Petitioner does, 
profound respect for the American 
Congress, as the real representatives of 
a people truly free, as legislaters whose 
seats are not obtained by the base 
means of bribery and corruption, as 
men whose voles are not the price of 
wealth wrung from the hard hands of 
a toiling and starving nation; and 
feeling, too, great gratitude towards 
the whole American people for that 
protection, which the effects of their 
wisdom,,virtue and valour now afford 
him against the power of the Borough- 
faction, who so daringly oppress and 
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feelings in his breast, it is with un. 
affected grief, that your Petitioner, in 
proceeding most humbly to solicit the 
attention of your Royal Highness to 
the provisions of this Act of the Con- 
gress, finds himself compelled to ex. 
press his confident belief, that your 
Royal Highness will, in the three first 
Sections of the Act, clearly perceive 
all that impartiality in words and all 
that. partiality in tendency and in ob- 
ject, so. manifest in the above-sup- 
} posed case; and of which supposed 
case Of pretended neutrality and of 
real hostility, this Act of Congress is, 
it appears to your Petitioner, nothing 
short of a full, practical illustration. 
But, while, in the three first Sections, 
the Act assumes, and closely wears, 
the garb of impartiality, in the fourth 
Section, which is the most material, 
this garb becomes loosened, and ren- 
ders visible the real character of, the 
Act. For, while this Section forbids 
the augmentation of the force of any 
vessel belonging to any foreignprince, 
state, colony, district, or people, if such 
prince, state, colony, district, or people 
be at war with any foreign prince or 
state, with whom the United States are 
at peace ; while this Section forbids this, 
it does not forbid the augmentation of 
theforce of any vessel be/onging to.any 
prince, state, colony, district or peo- 
ple, if neither of these be at war with 
a prince or state; so that, as Old 
Spain is not at war with a prince or 
state, but with colonzes, districts, or 
people, the vessels belonging to Old 
Spain may enter, receive augmentation 
of force, and sail out again to make 
war upon the colonies, which colonies 
are neither princes nor states ; but the 
colonies of Spanish America, being at 





insult his native country: with these | 


war with a prince or siate, cam enjoy 
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none of those advantages which are 
here exclusively given to their inex- 
orable oppressor. 

That a Government, founded on the 
principles of the natural and unalien- 
able rights of man, and arising out of 
a revolt of colonists against the mo- 
ther country, because that mother 
country,- by her conduct, gave them 
good reason to apprehend oppression 
at some future day; that a govern- 
ment, chosen by a people, who an- 
nually listen to orations from the Pul- 
pit, in praise of Revolution, who, by 
all kinds of demonstrations of joy, 
celebrate their successful revolt, and 
who hold in the highest reverence the 
persons and memory of all the men, 
who distinguished themselves in the 
securing of that success; that a Go- 
vernment, which boasts, and justly 
boasts, of exhibiting to the worlda 
practical proof, that the greatest de- 
gree of political, civil and religious li- 
berty is perfectly consistent with the 
greatest degree of public order, tran- ) 
quillity, and obedience to the laws, 
and also with the greatest degree of 
national security in time of war; 
that a government, which holds, in the 
broadest sense, the right of men to 
cast off, or transfer, their allegiance ; 
which tenders the right of citizenship, 
and promises protection as citizens, to 
all men of all nations upon the sole 
condition of a five years’ residence and 
an oath abjuring all allegiance to their 
native sovereigns and country ; that a 
government thus implanted, thus grow- 
ing up, thus extending its sheltering | 
branches and dropping its nourishing 
fruits; that such a government, should 
have volustarily passed an Act, pu- 
nishing with severity, surpassing, in 





fact, the penalty of immediate death, | 
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such of its own citizens as may aid or 
abet the colonists of Spain, compared 
to whose real and actual oppression 
all that the people of the United States 
could possibly have apprehended from 
England was as the finger of the dwarf 
weighed against the loins of the giant ; 
that such a Government should have 
passed such an Act, must, if men sup- 
press their indicnation, necessarily ex- 
cite throughout the world the utmost 
degree of sorrow and surprize. 

But, if your Royal Highness shall 
be graciously pleased to advert to 
what your Petitioner has humbly stated 
in the foregoing part of this his Peti- 
tion, relative to the superiority in 
point of products, and rela:ive to all 
the numerous commercial advantages, 
which would enable the Spanish colo- 
nies, if become free and independent 
governments, speedily to rival, to sur- 
pass and supplant the United States, and 
more especially if your Royal Highness 


} shall, in your great condescension, be 


pleased to suffer your Petitioner hum- 
bly to draw your attention to the prodi- 
gious effect which the liberation of the 
Spanish Colonies must necessarily have 
on the United States in a naval and 
military point of view, your Petitioner 
is fully persuaded, that all ground for 
surprize at the passing of the above 
recited Act of Congress will wholly 
disappear; and that, though it may 
be difficult, upon moral principles, to 


| find a justification for that extraordi- 


nary measure, the Congress will clear- 
ly appear to have displayed, upon this 
occasion, a degree of political foresight 
and wisdom equal to that of its legis- 
lative energy, it being impossible not 
to perceive, that the rea] object of this 
measure is, to prevent the independence 
of Spanish America from giving a great 


al 


— 
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check to the increase of the population, 
pecuniary resources, commerce, naval 
power and territorial dominion of the. 
United States. 

While this enlightened body of 
legislators so clearly saw, that the 
Independence of Spanish America 
generally would naturally and neces- 
sarily divert the current of European 
emigration from the United States to 
the more genial climes of the South, 
whither the taste for novelty, the love 
of ease, and the desire of gain, are all 
pressingly invited, and where they are 
all promised indulgence in the most 
ample degree; while’ the Congress 
clearly saw, that the independence of 
those countries could not fail to take 
from the United States the chief part 
of their export of tobacco, rice, flour 
and cotton, these staples of their com- 
merce, the Congress also saw, that 
a proportionate diminution would, 
from the same cause, arise in the 
amount of imported articles, which are 
the objects of exchange for the pro- 
ducts exported, and the Custom Duties 
en which imported articles form the 
main part of the pecuniary means of the 
United States wherewith to maintain 
and increase their Navy and to defray 
the interest of their Public Debt; while 
the Congress must have seen clearly, 
and with great anxiety, these inevitable 
consequences of the independence of 
Spanish America generally, that body 
cauld net have scen but with real 
s.arm the prospect of the establishment 
ofa free and independent Government 


in Meyico. a country bordering on the 
United States for many hundreds of 


iniles, surpassing the United States in 
white population, having a capital city 


with nearly two hundred thousand 


ivhabitants, abeuoding in mines of the 
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precious metals, abounding in ship. 
timber and in sea-ports.in both oceans, 
having, from the very nature of things, 
the absolute command of the mouth 
of the Mississippi, the great and only 
outlet to all the most fertile and fleu- 
rishing of the United States, and, above 
all, a country, which every interest 
and every feeling must necessarily 
bind in fast and permanent alliance 
with England. 

But, while your Royal Highness 
and His Majesty’s faithful People wil! 
clearly perceive, that it was, and is, 
perfectly natural for the Congress to 
feel anxiety and alarm at the appear. 
ance of these impending consequences 
of the independence of Spanish Ame- 
rica; that sentiments of patriotism 
and considerations of duty might 
make them dread, and endeavour te 
prevent, a Revolution, which, if suc- 


cessful, would check the growth of 


the resources and power of their own 
country; which would raise up and 
establish rivals in liberty as well as 
in power, on the same continent: 
which, while it. put astup to the in- 
crease of their own marine, would 
create other American marines, suffi- 
cient to cope with theirs in point of 
ferce, and naturally in constant rival- 
ship with it; which would make Eng- 
land the absolute arbitress amongst 
all the transatlantic nations, and 
which, while it necessarily tended tu 
enrich the manufacturers, merchants 
and ship-owners of England, as ne- 
cessarily tended to give to the Eng- 


lish Flag an undisputed predominance 
on the seas for ages beyond the reach 


of human fore-sight or calculation : 


while your Royal. Highness and His 
Majesty’s faithful People will per- 


ceive, that, with these prospects and 
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considerations in their minds, it was 
perfectly natural and patriotic in the 
Congress to endeavour to prevent the 
success of the Revolution in the 
Spanish colonies. your Petitioner does 
uct hesitate to express his firm belief, 
that your Royal Highness and the 
People will also perceive, that the in- 


| activity, the torpor, the cold-hearted 


indifference, shown, on this occasion, 
by the Ministers of your Royal High- 
ness, are altogether as un-natural and 
as un-patriotic, and discover a want 
of even the most ordinary feeling 
equally for the interests of the coun- 
try and for the honour of His Majes- 
ty’s Crown. 

It being always Jess painful to im- 
pute mischief to folly than to wick- 
eduess, gladly would your humble Pe- 
titioner ascribe this inactivity, this 
torpor, this cold-hearted indifference, 
so manifestly injurious to his country 
and his king, and apparently so un- 
accountable, wholly to that want of 
talent, that incapacity for the ma- 
naging of great affairs, that grovelling 
propensity of mind, for which the 


| Ministers, imposed on your Royal | 
| Highness by the Borough-faction and 
| pot the objects of your own Royal 
| choice, are so strongly characterized 
and are so notorious ; but, the same 


sense of duty towards your Royal 
Highness and towards his beloved 


| country, which has urged your Peti- | 
| tiener to submit, with feelings of 
) great diffidence and humility, to your 
) Royal Highness the foregoing repre- 


eto be his convictive, though, as an 


covers 


shim with shame, that this inactivity, 


(his (urpor, this cold-hearted indiffer- | 
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ence, this shameful neglect of the in- 
terest, the happiness, and the glory of 
England, are chiefly, if not solely, to 
be ascribed to a reluctance on the part 
of-that Borough-faction, by whom 
your Royal Highness’s Ministers are 
removable at pleasure, to suffer the 
taking of any part in behalf of the 
Spanish colonies, lest the principles of 
Holy Alliances and of pretended Le- 
gitimacy should thereby receive their 
condemnation and their over-throw, 
and lest, upon the ruins of those de- 
testable principles and upon those of 
the Borough-usurpation, the rights 
and liberties of the People of Eng- 
land and the just powers and prero- 
gatives of their lawful Sovereign should 
be built on sure aad lasting founda- 
tions; for, while your Petitioner is 
too well aware of the magnanimity 
which prevails in the breast of your 
Royal Highness and not less in that 
of the nation, to suppose either 
capable of being, upon this occa- 
sion, actuated by feelings of re- 
venge for the conduct of the Family 
of Bourbon, during the North Ame- 
rican Revolution, and, while he has 
too great a dread of the just displea-~ 
sure of your Royal Highness to suffer 
him, for one moment, to entertain the 
thought of daring to suggest to your 
Royal Highness to act upon that per- 
fidious example of that most perfidi. 
ous Family; he cannot refrain frow 
humbly expressing his hope, that your 
Royal Highness, who well recollecte 
that memorable instance of envy, in- 
solence and perfidy, will see, therein, 
by standing 


no reason that Mogland, 


her arms folded, should now 


make a manifest sacrifice of her pres 
sent and permanent imerests and of 


with 
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her immertal glory, Jest, in the frank 
and honourable pursuit ‘of these, she | 


should sterilize ‘the Vine-yards of| of April, without numbering, but 


France and dry up the sources of the’ 
Treasury of Spain. 

Therefore, your Petitioner, well as- 
sured that your Royal Highness can 
have no feeling, not in’ perféct har- 
mony with the interést and honour of | 


the nation, and also well assared.of}" 


your Royal’ Highness’s disposition to 
listen with indulgence to the repre- 
sentations and prayers of even the 
most obscure of His Majesty’s faith- 
ful People, ventures, upon the ; grounds 
of thaf assurance, to pray, that your 
Royal Highness will be graciously 
pleased to espouse, in the. manner 
which to your Royal wisdom shall 


seera meet, the cause of the Colonies’ 


and Countries which have been the 


subject of this his most humble Peti-| 


tion, ~ , 
And your’ Petitioner, 
As in humble duty bound, 
Will ever pray. | 
Wn. COBBETT. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 





The present Number concludes the 
32d Volume, which comprizes all the 
Nambers that. have been published 
during the present year; that is to 
say, Thirteen Numbers, from the: 
beginning of January to the end. of 
March, published. previous to Mr. 


Eisen, | | 


{ 
2 






Cobbett's departute : also’ his ‘Leuve. 
taking Address, published on the Sth 













| answering to No. 14; and Twenty. 
four Numbers, composed in America 
(one only excepted) commencing with 
No. 15, published ‘on the 18th’ of 
j Jaly, and ending with No. 38; the f 
present Number. 


A Volume entitled, “The Last 
ie? ‘Nine Months of Cobbett’s Political | 
te Register, written in England, be- 
“< fore his Departure for America, on 
* account .of the Suspension of the | 
“ Act of Habeas Corpus, 1817,” 
published in April, and ineluded th ihe 
whole of Volume 31, and the first | 
Fourteen Numbers of Volume 32. | 
The latter, or American, part of the | 
present Volume,. therefore, will be | 
published in. a separate Volume, i: 
well as jointly with the preceding 
part. The entire Volume, in Boards, | 
will be Seven Shillings ; and the | 
American part, (to which the Lear 
taking Address will be prefixed) will 
be Four Shillings and Sixpence. 


The 33d Volume will commence oi 
Saturday, January 3d; 1838, whe 
the Title of ‘* Pamphlet” will b i 
dropped, and that of * Register’ 
resumed. 

The first. se of Volume . 
will contain.an.. Exposure of | 
Intrigues of the Junto in Se ockt i 
for making thut noble-spirited Ciky | 
Rotten Borough, 
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Peinted and Pablished by Wa. Jaoxson, No. 11, Newcastle Street, Strand ; and Sold | | 
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